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PANCHAYATI RAJ

Panchayati Raj

India is the seventh largest and second most populous country in the world. It is divided into various
districts, cities, towns and villages. It is not possible for the central government to look into the
administration of all cities and villages at the local level. For this purpose, the government has established
various local self government institutions which manage the local administration of the villages and cities.
The administration of the villages is looked after by the village panchayats in India.

The Panchyati Raj works at three levels:

e Gram Panchayats at the village level.

e Panchayat Samiti at the blocklevel

e Zilla Parishad at the districtlevel.

The panchayat samiti at the block level has many gram panchayats working under it. Similarly many
panchayat samitis work under the zilla parishad, which is established at the district level. The zilla
parishad plans various developmental activities at the district level. It also distributes money among the
gram panchayats with the help of the panchayatsamiti.

The Gram Panchayat and the Gram Sabha

The gram sabha and the gram panchayat are a part of the village panchayat. Following are the

procedures to elect the members of the grampanchyat:

e The gram sabha include all adults of the village who are more than 18 years of age All the adults
together elect the members of the grampanchayat. 3 y

e Every village panchayat is divided into wards or smallerareas.

e From every ward, a representative is elected, who is known as a
ward member or aPanch.

¢ All members of a gram sabha also elect a leader from the gram
panchayat known as sarpanch. He is the head of thepanchayat.

e The gram panchayat is elected for a period of fiveyears. ) e |

e The secretary of the gram panchayat is also the secretary of the The meeting of the members of gram
gram sabha and is appointed by thegovernment. sabha.

e The secretary calls and organises the meetings of both the gram
sabha and the gram panchayat and keeps a record of itsproceedings.

Functions of the Gram Sabha

The gram sabha is an important body of the village panchayat and performs some important functions:

e All plans related to the working of the gram panchayat are placed before the gram sabha, which
approves the work plan of the grampanchayat.

e The gram sabha prevents the gram panchayat from indulging in any wrong practices such as providing
benefits to its ownpeople.

e It closely scrutinises the work of the members of the grampanchayat.

e The gram panchayat is answerable to the members of gram sabha as the latter elects itsmembers.
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Functions of the Gram Panchayat
The gram panchayat performs the following functions:

Provides primary education tochildren.

Discusses various issues of the village and takes decisions after
taking into account the suggestions of thepeople.

Looks after sanitation and sets up dispensaries and basic health
care centres at the villagelevel.

Looks after the public works such as maintenance of village
roads, bridges, tanks andwells.

Looks after irrigational facilities and supply seeds and fertilisers to
thefarmers.

Registers the births anddeaths.

Maintains the records of common villageproperty. centres in their villages.
Organises village fair andexhibitions.

Establishes fair price shops and co-operative creditsocieties.

To carry out its functions, the gram panchayat receives money from the following sources:
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The panchayats in India not only solve the problems of the people at the grass root level but also ensure
their greater participation in managing their own affairs.



