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ADJECTIVES - PARTICIPLES AND NOMINALADJECTIVES

Adjectives: Participles and NominalAdjectives

Participles

What are Participles?

Let us read the following sentences.

4 0

1. The revellers were feastingon the food.

2. Eeastingon the food, the revellers sang songs.
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In the above sentences, the word feasting is used in two different ways.
¢ In sentence 1, the word feasting is used as a verb; its subject is the wordrevellers.
¢ In sentence 2, the word feasting qualifies the noun revellers. It is formed from the verb feast. It
also has an object food. Therefore, it has the properties of a verb and anadjective.
e The phrase Feasting on the food is a participialphrase.

Let us look at more examples.
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1. Fatima is singingto her baby.

2. The sinqingbird perched itself on a branch.

- /

In the above sentences, the word singing is used in two different ways.
¢ |n sentence 1, the word singing is used as a verb; its subject beingFatima.
¢ In sentence 2, the word singing qualifies the nounbird.
e |tis formed out of the verbsing.
¢ The word not only expresses the action of the noun but also acts as anadjective.
e The word singing in sentence 2 is therefore a participle because it looks like a verb but actslike
anadjective.




ADJECTIVES - PARTICIPLES AND NOMINALADJECTIVES

Participles are defined
as words that are
formed from verbs but
have the qualities of
adjectives.

Participles are grouped into two categories according to their tenses—past participle and present
participle.

e Present participles end in —ing.
e The captain went down with the sinkingship.
o Eating a bowl full of cornflakes, Rajesh answered thedoor.

e Past participles end in —ed or—en.
e MrShatrugan was impressed by the newintern.
¢ She brought a pair of bejwelledearrings.
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Examples of Past and Present Participles

Verb

Fry

Boil

Interest

Embarrass

Write

Confuse

Amuse

Bore

Hang

Overwhelm

Shave

Bend
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Past Participle

The friedeggs
Boiledvegetables

Interestedbuyers

The embarrassedteenager

The writtennote

The confusedpedestrian

Amusedonlookers

Boredstudents

The hangedcriminal

Overwhelmedlady

His shavenhead

The bentrod

Present Participle
A fryingpan
The boilingpoint
An interestingfact
An embarrassingsituation
The writingpad
The confusingsum
An amusinganecdote
Boringlesson
The hangingclothes
The overwhelmingevidence
The shavingmachine

The bendingbranch
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Nominal Adjectives

Read the following sentences.

w

1 ) The bride was rich, but the bridegroom waspoor.

2) The richwill always exploit thepoor.
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In sentence 1, the words rich and poor function asadjectives.
However, the same words when used in sentence 2 function asnouns.

They are preceded by the definitearticle.
The phrases the rich and the poor used in sentence 2 are known as nominaladjectives.

Nominal adjectives look like adjectives but operate likenouns.

l Nominal adjectives represent an entire
category or class of nouns. They always
have articles preceding them.
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What do nominal adjectives represent?

¢ Nominal adjectives represent a class marked by theirqualities.

e Thehazardous
e Theyoung

e Theliving

o Theinspirational

¢ Nominal adjectives represent nationalities.

/ e TheBritish
e TheDutch
e TheGermans
e Thedapanese
e Thelndian

N )

o Comparative and superlative adjectives function like nominal adjectives.

4 )
e The better of the lot

e Theworst
e The mostimportant

Points to remember

Nominal adjectives are always preceded by the definite article.
e Thehorrible

Nominal adjectives can be modified by other adjectives or adverbs.
e The extremelyunfortunate
e The trulyhonest

——— /




ADJECTIVES - ROYAL ORDER OF ADJECTIVES
Adjectives: Royal Order of Adjectives

Royal Order of Adjectives

Read these sentences.

1) A red big bug sat on a green small leaf.

2) A big red bug sat on a small green leaf.

Which sentence seems grammatically correct to you? How are the two sentences different from each
other? The order of the adjectives in both the sentences is different.
e Insentence 1, red bigand green small are thesequences.
¢ In sentence 2, big redand small green are thesequences.

Obviously, sentence 2 sounds right to you. But how did you arrive at that answer?
Knowing how to arrange the adjectives is intuitive.

Speakers of English instinctively know that

big red bug is correct and red big bug is incorrect.

There is an order which governs the placement of adjectives in a phrase. In English grammar, we call it
the Royal Order of Adjectives.

Royal Order of Adjectives

If there is more than one adjective qualifying a noun, then they all have to be arranged in a particular
order. This order is predetermined and comes naturally to habitual users of English. Let us learn more!

=

=

The expected adjective order is
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The Royal Order

Physical qualities

A
/ N

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Determin- Numeral  Opinion Size Age Shape Colour Origin Material  Participl
ers -S -e

1. Determiners: Determiners are words like articles and demonstrative adjectives thatprecede
nouns.
e The, a, an, that,these

2. Numerals: Adjectives of number which show the numerical value of nouns comenext.
e One, three, many, some

3. Opinion: Adjectives which are based on opinions. They can differ from person to person.
Something that is beautiful or interesting to one person may not hold the same meaning for
somebodyelse.

e Pretty, good, nice, evil,rotten

Note
4. Size: Adjectives which express the size of thenouns Gold is material.
e Gigantic, huge, minuscule,small Golden iscolour.
5. Age: Adjectives which express the age of thenoun Metal is material.
e Old, new,prehistoric Metallic iscolour.

6. Shape: Adjectives which express the shape of thenoun Silver i? material.
e Triangular, round, prismatic,oblong Silvery iscolour.

7. Colour: Adjectives which express the colour of thenoun
¢ Red, blue, yellow, green, maroon,golden

8. Origin: Adjectives which express the nationality or the place of origin of thenoun
¢ Hungarian, Indian, American, Polish,Gujarati

9. Material: Adjectives which tell us about the materials which make up thenoun
e Glass, silk, wooden, brick,paper

10. Participle: Adjectives which give the purpose for using certain nouns or itsqualities.
e Sewing, frying, sleeping, beloved,frozen
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Let us look at a few examples.

Remember!

These rules are not cast in stone; a few exceptions are possible.

For example, one can say a black little book instead of a little black book to stress on the
blacknessof the book.

But predominantly, these rules prevail when it comes to sequencing adjectives for nouns.

_—
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Adjectives: Types of Adjectives

Types of Adjectives

What are Adjectives?

Adjectivesare words that tell us more about nouns. They tell us about

Slithery?
Who?
Me?

¢ Quality
e Beauitiful, sly, slithery, cold, evil,busy 240
e Quantity m | am the
e Some, more, much, 5 kg,13 , tallest
e Colour herel
e Green, silvery, bluish, metallic,red
e Origin
e Mongolian, Arabic, Maharashtrian,Subterranean
e Shape
¢ Rectangular, triangular,round
e Size
¢ Big, small, tall, stout,thin
e Age

e Old, new,prehistoric

Note:

Articles ‘A’, ‘An’ and
‘The’ are also

There are two ways in which we can use adjectives in English. adjectives since they
precede nouns and
qualify them.

Placement of Adjectives

e Before the nouns theyqualify
o TIhreesticks, a queersight, somegentlemen

o After forms of the verb ‘to be’ and with others such as ‘looks’, ‘seems’, ‘sounds’,
‘feels’, ‘'smells’etc.
o The house looksmagnificent.
The boy seemsnervous.

| ambusy.
The camper was asleepin histent.

They were victoriousin theirefforts.

T -
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Adjective of Quality

An adjective of quality is a word which indicates the quality or the attribute of a noun.

¢ To understand the nature of the noun, we ask the question ‘What kind of?’ to the noun. The
answer which we get is the adjective ofquality.

/ e Thisis a slimymonster.

What kind of monster?
Slimy

U

Let us look at a few examples.

Sheila was the mainnurse. The boy brought home a shabbydog.

The night is young. Tabitha was a fatwoman.

The sword had a goldenhandle. Mallika is intelligent.

The clouds have a silveryhue. Tariq is an obedientboy.

Doctor Agarwal is a goodman. King Arthur’s shield was very ornate.

Adjective of Quantity

An adjective of quantity tells us about the quantity of a noun.

e Some, many, few, little, less, much, more, enough, sufficientare someexamples.

e |t describes the number of countablenouns.
¢ The threemusketeers, manyblack birds, a fewenemies
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¢ It describes the volume, amount or quantity of uncountablenouns.
o Somemilk, threekilo rice, muchwater

e To understand the quantity of the noun or pronoun, we ask the question‘How much/many?’ The
answer we get is the adjective ofquantity.

There is somerice in this bowl.
How much rice?
Some

e It can express an indefinite amount orquantity.
¢ muchwater, lesstime, somepeople

e |t can also express a definitenumber.
o fivepeople, threelittle pigs, 5 kilorice

¢ Adjectives like much, littleand lessare used with uncountablenouns.

¢ muchtime, a littlewater

¢ Adjectives like manyand feware used with countablenouns.
e manybottles, fewchildren

Let us look at a fewexamples.

There is still somepride left in me. Twodoves were sitting on a branch.
We have enoughmoney to last us a Sabita has twosons.

lifetime.

Maria had littlepatience with her son. | have a fewfriends in dance class.
You wasted so muchtime. We could see manystars in the sky.

Demonstrative Adjectives

Previously, we learnt about demonstrative pronouns which point towards their antecedents. In this
chapter, we learn about demonstrative adjectives.

o Adjectives like this, that, theseand thoseare demonstrativeadjectives.

o They help the reader or listener understand what or who exactly is beingaddressed.

e ‘This’ and ‘that’ are used for singularnouns.
e Thiscat, thathouse, thisriver, thatwoman



ADJECTIVES:TYPESOFADJECTIVES

e ‘These’ and ‘those’ are used for pluralnouns.
o Thesedays, thosegentlemen, thesetoys, thosemoments

Let us look at a fewexamples.

a A

Thatman is cooling his heels in the jail as wespeak. ’

-

\
e Scarlet is one of thosewomen who would do anything to save apenny\.\\

@
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Interrogative adjectives are those which help in framing questions by appearing before the noun that
they qualify.

e Theseconfectionaries are verydelicious.

o Thisseat is reserved for the chiefguest.

o

Interrogative Adjectives

o What, which, whoseare the three interrogative adjectives used inEnglish.

e Whichbus do weboard?

e Whatexcuse will youprovide?

e Whoselittle dog isthis?

¢ Unlike interrogative pronouns, these adjectives cannot stand on their own and they alwaysappear
before anoun.

Possessive Adjectives

Possessive adjectives, like possessive pronouns, show ownership or possession of nouns to pronouns.

o My, vour, his, her, our, its, theirare possessiveadijectives.

e They appear before the noun theyqualify.
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Hiscar was damaged in the accident. Henry was proud of hisblue shoes.

Mycomputer is not working properly. Yourmother is busy.

The dog wagged itstail. Theirvoices echoed in the hall.
Remember:

Never add an
apostrophe with
possessive adjectives.
It's- incorrect

Its - correct

To differentiate between a pronoun
and an adjective, check where the
word is placed.
e If the word appears before a
noun, it is anadjective.
e Thatman
¢ Whichbag
If the word is at a distance

from the noun with other
words in between, it is a
pronoun.

e That is theman.

e Which is thebest?




