
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ARTICLES ENGLISH 

 

 

 
 Thebridge 
 A blue-feathered smallbird 
 An amazing, unbelievable, awe-inspiringinstance 

 

 
 

What are Articles? 

Articles 

 
 

 

 Articles are words used to qualify nouns.
 ‘The’, ‘A’ and ‘An’ are the articles used inEnglish.
 Articles do not have meanings of their own, but their presence or absence affects the significance 

of nouns insentences.
 They appear before nouns and function in a way similar to adjectives; they are, in fact, 

demonstrativeadjectives.
 

Let us look at a few examples: 
 
 

 
In the above examples, we see that the articles are used immediately before a noun in the first case; 
before two adjectives and a noun in the second case; and before three adjectives and a noun in the third 
case. Therefore, we can say that an article may sometimes be used before a noun or sometimes be 
separated from the noun by adjectives. 
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 TheAlps 
 TheNile 
 The ArcticOcean 
 The BlackForest 
 TheLakshadweep 

 
 The EiffelTower 
 The Pyramids ofGiza 
 The Leaning Tower of Pisa 
 The Easter IslandStatues 
 The Sydney OperaHouse 

 

Types of Articles 
 
 

The Definite Article 
 
















 To represent a nounkind 

 
 

 With the names of oceans, rivers, seas, mountain ranges, peaks, forests, gulfs and a groupof 
islands

 

 
 

 With the names of historicalmonuments
 

 
 The whaleis an enormousfish. 
 The owlis a nocturnalbird. 
 The coconut treeis known as‘Kalpavriksha’. 

 
‘The’ is a definite article. 
We use ‘The’ 
With nouns to refer to specific nouns 

 
 The Russian dollon theshelf 
 The homeless manon thepavement 
 The DukeofEdinburgh 
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 The United States ofAmerica 
 The United ArabEmirates 
 The Republic ofChina 

 
 ThePunjab 
 TheHague 
 TheUkraine 

 
 The Sun 
 TheMoon 
 Thesky 

 
 The annoying MrShekhar 
 The talentedLeann 
 The greatShakespeare 

 
 She is not the KatherineI had inmind. 
 This is the same Mr Suleimanwhom I met yesterday. 

 

 With the names of countries which aretitles
 

 
 

 With the names of certain countries andprovinces
 

 
 

 With the names of things which are unique or are one of akind
 

 
 

 With proper nouns, only if there is an adjective between thetwo
 

 
 

 With proper nouns, to specify a particularperson
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 The bestslice of cake I have everhad 
 The most importantperson in theroom 
 The tallestboy in theclass 

 
 The greedywill never besatisfied. 
 Paradise is reserved for thebrave. 
 The goodwill never lose to theevil. 

 
 The Guptaswill be visiting ustomorrow. 
 The Folgerswere in ahurry. 
 The Subramaniumsare ourneighbours. 

 
 He can play theflute. 
 The band played thetrumpet. 
 Mr Woods plays the violinbeautifully. 

 

 With superlativeadjectives
 

 
 

 Withadjectives
In such cases, the adjective functions like a noun. 

 

 
 

 With surnames, to represent the wholefamily
 

 
 

 Before musicalinstruments
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 A piece of cheese 
 A tallbuilding 
 A criminal 


 There is a Kanchan in myclass. 
 A Delilah betrays a Samsonagain. 
 A Gandhi is borntoday. 

 

Indefinite Articles 
 

 ‘A’ and ‘An’ are indefinite articles. 
They are usedto

 Refer to nouns which are not specific orcertain
 

 Signify ‘one’ in the numericalsense

 
 















 
 There was a featheron hishat. 
 I need a roomto keep my belongingsin. 
 Leela wanted to have a wordwithme. 

Refer to nouns which the speaker/hearer is not sure about 

Convert a proper noun to a common noun 


 I cannot recall the name of a manwho livedhere. 
 A womanwas here asking for you. 
 A magicianwas hired to entertain the guests. 
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o Anant 
o Anelephant 
o Anantelope 

 
 An honestperson 
 An heir to thethrone 
 Anhour 

 
 AnFIR 
 AnMBA 
 An NYUgraduate 

 
 An historicepisode 
 Anhotel 



Differences between ‘A’ and ‘An’ 
 
 

 The articles ‘A’ and ‘An’ are similar infunction.
 That is, they both qualify nouns that areuncertain.
 However, ‘A’ precedes nouns that begin with consonantsounds.
 The article ‘An’ precedes nouns that begin with vowel sounds.

 
Using ‘An’ 

 
‘An’ is used 

 With nouns which begin with vowelsounds
 

 

 With nouns which may begin with a consonant letter but may have a vowelsound
 

 

 With abbreviations which begin with a vowelsound
 

 

 Sometimes, words which begin with the letter ‘H’ may be pronounced without stressing on thefirst 
syllable (pronounced istoricinstead of historic). In such cases, ‘An’ is used as anarticle.

 



ARTICLES ENGLISH 

 

 

 
 Childis the father ofman. 
 Manis a socialanimal. 

 
 Copperis used for makingwires. 
 Teais plucked from itsshrub. 
 Silveris used for makingornaments. 

 
 Kalais a fantasticdancer. 
 Beirutis the capital ofLebanon. 
 Romaniais a European country. 

 

Nouns without Articles 
 

Sometimes, articles are not used with nouns. Articles are not used 
 

 When the noun is used in a universal sense. It could represent all of itskind.
 

 

 Before the names of materialnouns
 

 

 While using proper nouns which are names of people orplaces
 


