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On the Trail of the Earliest People 
 

Hunter-gatherers 
 

The people who lived in the Indian subcontinent two million years ago were called hunters-gatherers 
since they hunted wild animals and gathered fruits, nuts, roots and eggs. The hunters-gatherers would 
constantly move from place to place due to the following reasons: 
1. Staying at one place would have resulted in the exhaustion of the available resources. Therefore, they 

had to find new places to search forfood. 
2. Since the animals in the wild also moved from place to place in search of their prey, the hunters- 

gatherers had to follow them in order to hunt animals. 
3. Plants and trees bear fruit in different seasons, therefore the hunters-gatherers moved to different 

places according to the changingseasons. 
4. Not all the sources of water such as rivers were perennial, therefore, people also moved to search for 

water. 

 
Archaeological Source - Tools 

 

Tools are an important archaeological source of the past. They tell us about the various activities such as 
the kind of technology used by the humans, the food they ate etc. Earlier, tools were made out of stone, 
wood and bones. These tools were used for the following purposes: 
1. Cut meat andbones 
2. Scrape the bark from thetrees 
3. Chop wood to make firewood or to makehuts 
4. Make spears and arrows for hunting (it was done by attaching sharp tools to the handles of bone or 

wood). 
Tools have helped us to divide the early age into various periods as different tools were made during 
different periods. The tools of the Early Stone Age were coarse while the tools during the later ages were 
much sharper. 

 
 

 
Stone tools made during the earliest 
period of human history (Palaeolithic 
period) were coarse 

 
 

Stone tools were made 
many thousand years 
later in the Mesolithic 
period 

 

These tools were made much later, 
About 10,000 years ago, in the Neolithic 
period, tools became sharper 

 

Stone tools were made using two techniques: 
1. Stone on stone technique: In this technique, the stone which was to be used as a hammer was 

held in one hand and made to strike off flakes from a second stone, which was held in the other 
hand. This was done to give the desired shape to thestone. 
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2. Pressure flaking: The stone or bone was placed on a hard surface. The hammer stone was then 
used to remove flake from it in order to shape the stone or bone intotools. 

 
Sites and Factories 
There are various sites from where archeologists have found evidences of people living as hunters- 
gatherers. Most of these sites were located near the sources of water. People during this period tried to 
look for places where stone of good quality could be found. The places where people made tools out of 
stones are known as factory sites. These factory sites were identified due to the presence of several 
blocks of stone. The sites where people lived for much longer period of time are known as habitation-cum- 
factory sites. 

 
Division of Early History into Periods 

 

Historians have divided the early period of human 
history into three broad periods on the basis of the 
excavated archaeological remains of the tools: 

 

1. Palaeolithic Period: The term ‘Palaeolithic’ is 
derived from two words, ‘palaeo’ which means 
old and ‘lithos’ which means stone. This period 
extends from about 2 million years ago to about 
12,000 years ago. This period is further 
subdivided into the Lower, Middle and Upper 
Palaeolithicperoids. This period covers 99% of 
the human history. It is interesting to note that 
ostriches were found in India during thisperiod. 

2. Mesolithic Period: During this time, 
environmental changes had begun to take place. 
This period begins about 12,000 years ago till 
about 10,000 years ago. During this time, 
Microliths (small and tiny tools made out of 
stone) werefound. 

3. Neolithic Period: This period begins roughly from 
8000 B.C. During this Age, man evolved to a 
farmer from ahunter-gatherer. 

 
Discovery of Fire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Map showing the various Palaeolithic and Neolithic sites 

Fire was known to humans during this time period and was used for lightening, cooking and scaring away 
animals. 

 
Rock Paintings 
The early men lived in caves. They painted many animal and human figures on the walls of these caves. 
Some of these caves have been found in Madhya Pradesh and Southern Uttar Pradesh. 



ON THE TRAIL OF THE EARLIEST PEOPLE HISTORY 

 

 

 

Changes in the Environment 
 

The environment too began to experience changes during 8000 BC. The climate started becoming 
warmer which resulted in the followingeffects: 
1. Warm conditions led to the development of grasslands. This resulted in an increase in the number of 

deer, goats andcattle. 
2.  The people who so far had hunted these animals, learned about their habitat and breeding season. 

People began to think about the herding and rearing of animals. Fishing became an important means 
of livelihood during thistime. 

3. Due to the warm climate, several grass bearing wheat, rice and barley grew naturally in different parts 
of the world. Humans noticed these grasses and gradually began to think of growingthem. 

 
Hunsgi-A Palaeolithic Site 
Many Paleolithic sites were found at Hunsgi located in northern Karnataka. A large number of tools of 
various kinds have been excavated here. These sites have been identified as habitation-cum-factory sites. 
Some of these sites were located near springs. Many tools found here were made from limestone. 


